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Flashboard Dam Identified as Bottleneck to Coho Recovery Success Documented Following Dam Remediation

Introduction Mill Creek Dam Fish Passage Project

Coho salmon (Oncorhychus kisutch) are listed as endangered in the Russian River watershed under state and federal
endangered species acts. The Russian River Coho Salmon Conservation Program produces coho to supplement wild
populations with the long-term goal of re-establishing self-sustaining runs. In order to achieve this, adult salmon
need access to high quality spawning grounds and juveniles need rearing habitat that remains wet throughout the
dry summers. Mill Creek is a critical coho stream in the basin and the upper reaches contain some of the best coho
spawning and rearing habitat. For decades, a flashboard dam has acted as a partial barrier for returning adult
salmon, forcing most to spawn in the lower reach of the stream which, generally, has low summer flow. Monitoring
data was used to justify barrier remediation and, following project implementation, to document project efficacy.

Monitoring Methods
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the Mill Fish Passage Project team for making long-term recovery of coho a possibility in Mill Creek.
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