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Overview
1. Brie f background on EJ 

movement & research gap
2. EJ Conflicts Database  
3. Emerging patte rns of injustice

○ Distribution of conflicts
○ Actor ne tworks
○ Strategie s

4. Next steps 

Cumulative Environmental Burden (CalEnviroScreen 4.0) 



Brief background 

 EJ Research Gap
Power plant in Long Beach, CA 

(Photo: J Rudnick)



Environmental Justice (EJ) 101

● Wide evidence of structurally disempowered and 
oppressed communities experiencing: 
○ Disproportionate exposure to 

environmental harms and lack of access to 
environmental goods

○ Underrepresentation in environmental 
decision-making processes

○ Lack of acknowledgement and reparations 
for centuries of harm

                               (Bullard et al. 2008; Mohai, Pellow, and Roberts, 2009; Schlosberg & Collins 2014)

●  Community-led EJ movement and resistance to 
extractive projects is strong 

Cumulative Pollution Burden across CA
(CalEnviroScreen 4.0)



California EJ Movement
United Farm Workers 1960s Current community-led EJ campaigns in CA

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant protest (Photos: NYT)



EJ Conflicts Database 

Illuminating patterns in 
EJ conflicts across the 
state Port of Los Angeles, CA 

(Photo: J. Rudnick)



Open-access, interactive database of EJ conflicts

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/25fcb324e8694b28a0e90c03bbe4ce12/page/Home/?data_id=dataSource_1 -184c596ce4c-laye r-44-184e42bb2e 7-laye r-47%3A47

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/25fcb324e8694b28a0e90c03bbe4ce12/page/Home/?data_id=dataSource_1-184c596ce4c-layer-44-184e42bb2e7-layer-47%3A47


Collecting and cataloguing EJ conflicts



Research questions

1. How are EJ conflicts distributed across the California coastal landscape, 
across communities, and across different resource types?

1. What EJ organizations, government entities, and industry/ private actors are 
involved in these conflicts? How are these actor-networks organized across 
conflicts? 

1. What mobilization strategies are most commonly employed by EJ and 
extractive actors?



Emerging patterns of injustice

Conflict distribution, 
networks, & strategies

Dense oil field in Kern County, CA
(Photo: J. Rudnick) 



Conflicts are concentrated in 
population-dense regions

● 87 cases across 19 coastal countie s
● Geographic breakdown 

○ North coast: 4 (5%)
○ SF Bay Area: 23 (27%)
○ Central coast: 33 (38%)
○ South coast: 24 (28%)
○ Statewide : 2 (2%)

● Populations impacted: 
○ Urban=43 (50%)
○ Rural = 31  (36%)
○ Suburban =11 (13%)



EJ conflicts become more visible after EJ defined in CA statute

EJ codified in CA 



EJ actor network



Extractive activities actor network



Mobilization strategies 



Conflict outcomes

● 71 closed (82%)
● 16 on-going (18%)

EJ successes took different forms: 
• Permit amended to account for EJ impacts
• Permit denied 
• Project withdrawn 
• Construction/ operations halted
• Changed regulations for more protection
• Polluter pays fines/ penalties/ cost of damages or clean up
• Other legal wins
• Community repossessed land 

10% (n=7) no EJ success
28% (n=20) compromise reached
35% (n=25) harmful activity stopped
27% (n=19) remediation, mitigation, 
or reparation payments

Amah Mutsun oppose gravel mining through 
protests (top) and opposition to bureaucratic 
procedure (bottom) (Photos: protectjuristac.org)



Looking 
forward

Climate protest Oakland, CA
(Photo: CCEJA)



Where do we go from here? 

● Continue  EJ expe rt review of 
database

● Fall 2023 workshop 
● Public launch of database
● Continual updating and 

adding to repository
● Continued & more  

sophisticated analyses of 
cases across CA and othe r 
regions

Collaborate with us!



Thank you
Jack DePuy
gdepuy@ucsd.edu

Jessica Rudnick
jrudnick@ucsd.edu  

Protesting Puente power plant proposed for Oxnard, CA 
(Photo: CAUSE) 
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