Presenting an interactive database of environmental
justice conflicts across Coastal CA

Patterns of distribution, community mobilization and actor networks

Jack DePuy
Contractor, Kelpful

Jessica Rudnick
Social Science Extension Specialist . _
California Sea Grant, University of California San Diego

California


mailto:gene.depuy.scripps@gmail.com
mailto:jrudnick@ucsd.edu

Research Team:

£ James Chhor |

¥ Gene DePuy (they/them)

$ - @ G &~ ¢ DO 6 o Q =

Participants Polls Chat Share Screen  Recort Reactions Apps Whiteboards More

d
A =i 3 1:50 PM
Ll © Type arch O H M E_ J @ % @ @ ~ @ 8 m ;4 & e W

Research Support: %?'[g if-.




Legend

Pollution Burden Percentile

X

e Mexicali

Cumulative Environmental Burden (CalEnviroScreen 4.0)

4.

Overview

Briefbackground on EJ
movement &research gap
EJ Conflicts Database

Emerging patterns of injustice
o Distribution of conflicts
o Actor networks
o Strategies

Next steps



Brief background

EJ] Research Gap

Power plant in Long Beach, CA
(Photo: J Rudnick)



Environmental Justice (EJ) 101

e Wide evidence of structurally disempowered and
oppressed communities experiencing:

O

o

Disproportionate exposure to
environmental harms and lack of access to
environmental goods

Underrepresentation in environmental
decision-making processes

Lack of acknowledgement and reparations
for centuries of harm

(Bullard et al. 2008; Mohai, Pellow, and Roberts, 2009; Schlosberg & Collins 2014)

e Community-led EJ movement and resistance to
extractive projects is strong
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California E] Movement

United Farm Workers 1960s Current community-led EJ campaigns in CA
L.05 ANQelcs Cimes

B Oxnard residents are fighting slag heaps, power plants and oil
fields that mar the town’s beaches

PROTECT JURISTAC
NO QUARRY ON MUTSUN SACRED GROUNDS

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

o
Monterey Coastkeeper sues County Water Resources
Agency over farming pollution.

Aggro Action

Over 400 Join Rally for Juristacin S|
September 14,2022
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Diablo Canon Nuclear Power Piént protest (Photos: NYT)




EJ Contlicts Database

[lluminating patterns in
EJ contlicts across the
state

Port of Los Angeles, CA

(Photo: J. Rudnick)



Open-access, interactive database of EJ conflicts

- “ BrenToble RO —
California EJ Conflicts Interactive Map (DRAFT)
| r =
I;] - P
L L Casa 455 Soacpsin Dt
| Came 455 Watws Supiy nftastracture n s el
r: i g ol P Casa Inforrration
- Camize "
B Case Information e . e " o | e | )
= G » -
2t e T —— i »C 0
on . o
~ — —— @ e O Vo la
- e
e o DRAFT 5:CA EJ
et ey Pl Bt vew
. e
e o e b e @A T
o e
st
sty
Farmree s il
o i Gt ey
o e
gl
ey e Do ot
rrm s et
ey — Onen
e s 557 Camns
s G sy Ewscriptive Pages it
g o et} P
F— " s
i Lt e Absract: (<280 words)
ave by Prmary S o ot Pl L .
SR T ettt
i Baciprouns:
=i s Mot & Matwrini
[
s e e Results and Discussion
P
s e e ae Conclusions:
e ke A Location Information
Frr Ratersnces
| P sz
Tobies:
- e
» ¥ oney . -
e o i Suppemertary Intor)
. e — o v e Symeen S o B
e — . [
- -
. —n (. anm
- e o e
R p—— . ol i e
+ 7 Comia Cmna . e e 1 LT e e Sem s Semevea ) Carp e Gt Syt e bt Sima Cata v o, 54 o G i G e s v i | Community Damographics
o ey s s v s s G

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/25fcb324e8694b28a0e90c03bbe4ce12/page/Home/?data_id=dataSource_1 -184c596ce4dc-layer-44-184e42bb2e7-layer-47%3 A47



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/25fcb324e8694b28a0e90c03bbe4ce12/page/Home/?data_id=dataSource_1-184c596ce4c-layer-44-184e42bb2e7-layer-47%3A47

Collecting and cataloguing EJ conflicts
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Research questions

1. How are EJ conflicts distributed across the California coastal landscape,
across communities, and across different resource types?

1. What EJ organizations, government entities, and industry/ private actors are
involved in these conflicts? How are these actor-networks organized across
conflicts?

1. What mobilization strategies are most commonly employed by EJ and
extractive actors?



Emerging patterns of injustice

== Contlict distribution,
= = networks, & strategies

Dense oil field in Kern County, CA
(Photo: J. Rudnick)




Conflicts are concentrated in
population-dense regions

@® 87 cases across 19 coastal counties

e Geographic breakdown
o North coast: 4 (5%)
SF Bay Area: 23 (27%)
Central coast: 33 (38%)
South coast: 24 (28%)
Statewide: 2 (2%)
e Populations impacted:
o Urban=43 (50%)
o Rural=31 (36%)
o  Suburban =11 (13%)
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EJ conflicts become more visible after EJ defined in CA statute

12

EJ codified in CA

8T0¢

10¢
0Toc

900¢

10

o0 o =

Sase) JO laquinpn

¢00¢
8661
661
0661
9861
861
8L61
vi6l
0L6T
9961
%61
8961
vS61
0961
ov6l
vel
8¢E6T
ve6T
0€6T
9¢61
[44)"
8161
16l
oTet
- 9061

A




EJ actor network
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Extractive activities actor network
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Mobilization strategies
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Number of conflicts in which strategy is uesd
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Discursive

Use of Extraction Strategies

Legal Operational Political

Strategy Type

Strategy Name

Manipulative messaging
u Political narratives
m Rejection of alternative solutions
m Denial ofimpacts
Lobby for/ sponsor new legislation
mInvalidation of procedural findings
= Manipulation of court processes
Selling concessions
Repression
= Displacement
u Lack of consultation

mInadequate EIR/ EIS

aN pli with laws or ions

u Exploitation of internal conflict

u Corruption

Number of conflicts in which strategy is uesd
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Discursive

Use of Resistance Strategies

Legal Operational Political

Strategy Type

Strategy Name b
Artistic activism

= Media activism
m Campaigns
Invoke Civil Rights Act
m Oppositions through bureaucratic
procedures
= | awsuits, court cases, and judicial
activism
Local consultations
Appeals to economic valuation
m Community-based participatory
research
m Development of scientific resources
m Community Organizing
= |nvolvement of NGOs
Boycotts
Appeal to international actors
m Occupation
= Protests

m Petitions




Conflict outcomes

10% (n=7) no EJ success
PY Y 28% (n=20) compromise reached
71 CIoseq (82 A))o 35% (n=25) harmful activity stopped
e 16 on-going (1 8 /o) 27% (n=19) remediation, mitigation,

or reparation payments

EJ successes took different forms:
Permit amended to account for EJ impacts
Permit denied
Project withdrawn
Construction/ operations halted
Changed regulations for more protection
Polluter pays fines/ penalties/ cost of damages or clean up
Other legal wins
Community repossessed land

Amah Mutsun oppose gravel mining through
protests (top) and opposition to bureaucratic
procedure (bottom) (Photos: protectjuristac.org)
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Looking
forward

Brooke Anderson | Survival Media Agena

Climate protest Oakland, CA
(Photo: CCEJA)



Where do we go from here?

@® Continue EJ expert review of
database

e Fall2023 workshop

e Public launch ofdatabase

e C(Continualupdating and
adding to repository

e C(Continued &more
sophisticated analyses of
cases across CA and other
regions

Collaborate with us!




Thank you

Jack DePuy
gdepuy@ucsd.edu

Jessica Rudnick
jrudnick@ucsd.edu

Protesting Puente power plant proposed for Oxnard, CA
(Photo: CAUSE)
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